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Teacher’s Notes:  Chicken Farm 

 

Learning Objectives:   

The students will be able to define the following:  hen, rooster, poultry, flock                                                                              

The students will be able to answer questions about chickens. 

                                                                                           

 Activities    

 

1. Get a collection of  grocery store ads.  Have students cut out pictures of food that comes from a 

chicken (chicken legs, chicken breasts, whole chicken, eggs):  

• Everyone glues their picture on one big poster board. 

• Students make their own collage  

 

2. Students use the technology printable and do an image search for each word that relates to 
chickens.  Students copy and paste images into a Word document or PowerPoint.  Students can 
write a word or sentence describing each image. 
  

3. Chicken paper plate craft.  Directions and templates are in the link.  https://www.dltk-
kids.com/animals/mplate-chicken.htm 
 

General Tips: The goal is to build background knowledge while leading an engaging discussion on any 

and all information that can be talked about on a given page. The items that you choose to bring up or 

focus on should be modified for the students you are working with. For example, if you have a student 

who can point to something in the picture, answer yes/no questions be sure to incorporate a lot more of 

that as you go through the book. On the same token, be sure to ask a lot of comprehension questions 

and critical thinking questions at the level appropriate for  students. There is something for everyone.   

Page 1:  There are many types of birds.  Some birds fly.  Some birds do not fly.  Some birds are wild.  

Some birds are kept as pets.  And some birds are raised to provide food for people.  Point:  brown 

chicken, black chicken, field, chicken flapping wings  WH Questions:  What type of animal is a chicken?  

Yes/No:  Are chickens dinosaurs?  Are chickens birds?  Opinions/Experiences:  What sound does a 

chicken make?  Can you flap your arms like chicken wings?  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read 

Page 1, ask students, “What bird makes a clucking sound?”   The answer is the main idea card 

“chickens.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them 

to ask their partner some of the questions talked about above. 

https://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/mplate-chicken.htm
https://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/mplate-chicken.htm
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Page 2:  The word “male” is the same as “boy”.  Male is usually used to describe an older boy.  There are 

boy birds and there are girl birds.  Boy birds look different from girl birds.  A boy chicken is called a 

rooster.  Roosters are usually bigger than girl chickens.  Rooster make a different sound than girl 

chickens.  Have students view a a minute of the following video of different roosters crowing.  Pause 

periodically to discuss the physical characteristics.  Point:  rooster on perch,  colorful rooster  WH 

Questions:  What is a male chicken called?  Yes/No:  Is a male chicken called a bull?  Is a male chicken 

called a rooster?  Is a male a girl?  Is a male a boy?  Opinion/Experiences:  Can you “cock-a-doodle-do” 

like a rooster?  Can you walk/strut like a chicken?  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 2, ask 

students, “What is a male chicken called?”   The answer is the main idea card “rooster.”  Students will 

find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some 

of the questions talked about above. 

Page 3:  The word “female” is the same as “girl”.  Female is usually used to describe an older girl.  A girl 

chicken is called a hen.  Hens lay eggs.  Roosters do not lay eggs.  Hens are not as colorful as roosters.  

Hens make a clucking sound.  Haves students view a minute of the following video of chickens clucking.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJPprfrG4sM 

Point:  hen laying on eggs, light brown chicken  WH Questions:  What is a female chicken called?  Who 

lays eggs, hens or roosters?  What sound does a chicken make?  Yes/No:  Is a female chicken called a 

sow?  Is a female chicken called a hen?  Do roosters lay eggs?  Do hens lay eggs?  Opinion/Experiences: 

Can you cluck like a chicken?  What color hens have you seen? (Possible answers:  white, brown, black, 

gray)  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 3, ask students, “What is a female chicken called?”   

The answer is the main idea card “hen.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their 

partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions talked about above. 

Page 4:  Chickens like to stay together.  They like to eat together.  They like to sleep together.  They also 

like to walk around together.  Staying in a group keeps them safe.  We call a group of chickens a flock.  

Haves students view the following video showing a flock of chickens.  Pause periodically to point and 

discuss.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HI9Gee_joDc 

Point:  group of chickens in a field, brown chickens, roosters, baby chickens/chicks  WH Questions:  

What is a group of chickens called?  Why do chickens stay in a group?  Yes/No:  Is a group of chickens 

called a litter?  Is a group of chickens called a flock?  Opinion/Experiences:  Do you have a group of 

friends that you hang out with?  Do you have a special name for your group?  (Possible answers:  gang, 

posse, crew, besties)  What are some things your group likes to do together?  Do you eat as a group?  Do 

you go to the movies as a group?  Do you have parties as a group?  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you 

read Page 4, ask students, “What is a group of chickens called?”   The answer is the main idea card 

“flock.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to 

ask their partner some of the questions talked about above. 

Page 5:  Farmers keep chickens on their farm.  Farmers keep other types of birds on their farm.  Ducks, 

geese and turkeys live on farms.  Birds that live on farms are called poultry.  Point:  chickens, baby 

chickens, turkeys, baby turkey, three ducks, chicken icon, turkey icon, duck icon  WH Questions:  Where 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJPprfrG4sM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HI9Gee_joDc
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do chickens, ducks, geese and turkeys live?  What are birds that live on a farm called?  Yes/No:  Are 

birds that live on farms called beef?  Are birds that live on farms called poultry?  Are pigs that live on 

farms called poultry?  Are birds that live on farms called poultry?  Opinion/Experiences:  Sing the song 

“Old Mac Donald Had a Farm” with chickens, ducks, and turkey.  Would you like to live on a farm?  Do 

you own a bird?  What color is your bird?  What sound does your bird make?  Peer to Peer Interaction:  

After you read Page 5, ask students, “What do you call birds on a farm?”   The answer is the main idea 

card “poultry.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt 

them to ask their partner some of the questions talked about above. 

Page 6:  Farmers raise a lot of chickens for their eggs, meat and feathers.  These are called poultry farms.  

Farmers make money from chicken eggs, meat and feathers.  Haves students view the following video of 

chickens on a farm.  Pause periodically to discuss.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYDuhBApNY8 

Point:  flock of chickens, farm, farmer icon, chicken icons  WH Questions:  Where do chickens live?  

What parts of the chicken do farmers sell?  Yes/No:  Do chickens live in the forest?  Do chickens live on a 

poultry farm?  Opinion/Experiences:  Have you been to a farm?  What animals live on a farm?  How do 

farms smell?  What sounds do you hear on a farm?  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 6, ask 

students, “Where do chicken live?”   The answer is the main idea card “poultry farms.”  Students will 

find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some 

of the questions talked about above. 

Page 7:  Poultry farmers sell the eggs chickens lay.  They sell eggs to make money.  Famers sell chicken 

eggs to grocery stores, restaurants and at farmers/outdoor markets.  Chicken eggs come in different 

colors.  Some are white, brown, blue and green.  White and brown are the most popular color eggs.  

Have students view the following video compilation of chickens laying eggs.  Pause periodically to point 

and discuss.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWdp2yULtuM 

Point:  fried eggs, white eggs in carton, brown eggs in carton  WH Questions:  What comes in different 

colors?  What do poultry farmers sell at farmers markets?  Why do farmers sell chicken eggs?  Yes/No:  

Do poultry farmers sell chicken lips to grocery stores?  Do poultry farmers sell chicken eggs to grocery 

stores?  Opinion/Experiences: Do you eat chicken eggs?  Which meal do you usually eat eggs; breakfast, 

lunch or dinner?  What is your favorite way to prepare eggs?  (Possible answers:  scrambled, fried, 

poached, hard boiled, egg salad)  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 7, ask students, “What 

do poultry farmers sell at farmers markets?”   The answer is the main idea card “eggs.”  Students will 

find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some 

of the questions talked about above. 

Page 8:  Poultry farmers sell chicken meat.  They sell the meat to make money.  They sell chicken meat 

to restaurants and grocery stores.  Many parts of the chicken can be eaten.  People eat chicken breast, 

thighs, legs and wings.  There are some people who eat chicken feet, heart, liver, head and neck!  Have 

students view the following video of someone cutting a whole chicken.  Pause periodically to point and 

discuss.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSvzRyu2h5g 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYDuhBApNY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWdp2yULtuM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSvzRyu2h5g
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Point:  girl eating chicken leg, raw chicken breast meat, raw chicken legs meat  WH Questions:  What do 

poultry farmers sell to grocery stores?  What parts of the chicken meat are eaten? Who sells chicken 

meat?  Yes/No:  Do poultry farmers sell chicken horns?  Do poultry farmers sell chicken meat?  Do 

poultry farmers sell chicken meat to make books?  Do poultry farmers sell chicken meat to make 

money? Opinion/Experiences:  What is your favorite part of the chicken?  (Possible answers:  legs, 

wings, thighs, breast)  What is your favorite chicken meal?  (Possible answer:  chicken nuggets, BBQ 

chicken)  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 8, ask students, “What do poultry farmers sell to 

grocery stores?”   The answer is the main idea card “meat.”  Students will find the main idea card and 

read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions talked 

about above.  

Page 9:  Poultry farmers sell chicken feathers.  They sell the feathers to make money.  Chicken feathers 

are used to make costume masks, earring, ornaments and feather fans/boa.  Chicken feathers are also 

used to as pillow stuffing.  Feathers are now being used to clean the ocean.  Point:  chickens, white 

feathers, brown feather  WH Questions:  What do poultry farmers sell to make money?  What are 

chicken feathers used to make?  Who sells chicken feathers?  Yes/No:  Do poultry farmers sell chicken 

coats?  Do poultry farmers sell chicken feathers?  Are chicken feathers used to make orange juice?  Are 

chicken feathers used to make costume masks?  Opinion/Experiences:  Have you worn a costume made 

with chicken feathers?  Have you worn a feather boa?  Are chicken feathers soft or prickly?  Have you 

ever found a bird feather?  Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 9, ask students, “What do 

poultry farmers sell that are used to make costumes?”   The answer is the main idea card “feathers.”  

Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their 

partner some of the questions talked about above. 


