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Teacher’s Notes: Monsoon Weather in Arizona and New Mexico 

Learning Objectives:   

The students will be able to identify rain and lightning.                                                                                                                          

The students will be able to describe where monsoons occur. 

The students will be able to describe when monsoons occur. 

The students will be able to describe what happens during a monsoon.  

                                                                                                                                     

 Activities    

 

1. Get a collection of nature magazines that feature wildlife. Have students look for pictures of 

wind, rain and lightning.  Depending on group you could use the pictures for different things:  

• Everyone glues their picture on one big poster board. 

• Students make their own collage. 

• Students write a sentence describing each picture. 

2. Have students do image searches using the technology printable.  Students will copy and paste 
images into a Word document or PowerPoint.   Students can type a word or sentence describing 
each image. 
 

3. Sensory Activities – Use a spray bottle to spray water demonstrating rain.  Use a fan to 
demonstrate wind.  Play videos of rain, lightning, and wind sounds.   
 

4. Puffy paint thunderstorm craft - https://booksandgiggles.com/thunderstorm-craft/ 
 

5. Make clouds using cotton balls.  Dab hot glue below the clouds to demonstrate rain.  Students 
can feel the clouds and rain when the hot glue dries. 
 

 

General Tips: The goal is to build background knowledge while leading an engaging discussion on any 

and all information that can be talked about on a given page. The items that you choose to bring up or 

focus on should be modified for the students you are working with. For example, if you have a student 

who can point to something in the picture, answer yes/no questions be sure to incorporate a lot more of 

that as you go through the book. On the same token, be sure to ask a lot of comprehension questions 

and critical thinking questions at the level appropriate for students. There is something for everyone.   

Page 1:  Monsoon season is the time of year when the weather brings strong winds and a lot of rain.  

The rains can last more than a couple of days.  Seasons are a part of each year.  The type of weather 

usually explains the season.  There are four seasons every year; winter, spring, summer, and 

fall/autumn.  Point:  dark storm clouds, rain cloud, wind, lightning  WH Questions:  What type of 

weather happens during the monsoon season?  How many seasons are in each year?  Yes/No:  Is 

https://booksandgiggles.com/thunderstorm-craft/
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monsoon season when the weather is cold and snowy?  Is monsoon season when the weather is windy 

and rainy?  Opinions/Experiences:  Have you been outside when it started to rain?  Have you ever been 

in a bad rainstorm?  Were you scared by the strong winds and rain?  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you 

read Page 1, ask students, “What brings strong winds and a lot of rain?”   The answer is the main idea 

card “monsoon season.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will 

prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions talked about above. 

Page 2:  Monsoon storms usually happen in Arizona and New Mexico.  Arizona and New Mexico are 

states.  They both are part of the United States of America.  Point:  US map, red Arizona, green New 

Mexico,  WH Questions:  Which part of the United States get monsoon storms?  Yes/No:  Are Arizona 

and New Mexico part of outer space?  Are Arizona and New Mexico part of the United States of 

America?  Are there monsoon storms in Alaska and Hawaii?  Are there monsoon storms in Arizona and 

New Mexico?  Opinion/Experiences:  What state do you live in?  Have you visited New Mexico?  Have 

you visited Arizona?  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 2, ask students, “Which part of the 

United States gets monsoon storms?”   The answer is the main idea card “Arizona and New Mexico.”  

Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their 

partner some of the questions talked about above. 

Page 3:  Monsoon storms bring strong winds and a lot of rain.  There are four seasons every year; 

winter, spring, summer, and fall/autumn.  Winter is the cold season.  Spring is when the temperatures 

start to warm up after winter.  It is also when flowers start to bloom.  Summer is the hottest of the four 

seasons.  Fall is also called autumn.  This is when the temperatures start to cool down and leaves on the 

trees turn brown and fall to the ground.  Monsoon season is usually during the summer.  July and August 

are summer months.  Have the students view the following video showing a monsoon storm.  Pause 

periodically to point and discuss.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NtYCR5AJOtM 

Point:  calendar, July and August  WH Questions:  What months do monsoon storms usually happen?  

How many seasons are in each year?  Yes/No:  Is monsoon season at the end of winter?  Is the monsoon 

season during summer?  Are there four seasons in a year?  Do most monsoon storms happen in July and 

August?  Opinions/Experiences:  Have you been outside when it started to rain?  Was the rainwater 

cold or warm?  Did the rain make puddles on the ground?  What is your favorite part about a rainstorm; 

the sound of the wind, the smell of the rainwater, the sound of the rain hitting your windows/roof, or 

watching the rain come down and the wind blow the trees?  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read 

Page 3, ask students, “Which summer months bring monsoon storms?”   The answer is the main idea 

card “July and August.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will 

prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions talked about above. 

Page 4:  Monsoon storms happen during the hot summer months.  The hot summer sun warms the air.  

The warm air changes the direction of the wind.  The wind blows humid air into Arizona and New 

Mexico.  The humid air can cause monsoon storms.  Humid air means that there is a lot of 

moisture/water in the air.  Humid air feels thick and steamy; like when you get out of a hot shower and 

your bathroom is all steamed up.  Arizona and New Mexico are deserts.  A desert is a place that is hot 

and has very little rain.  Point:  desert, lightning, dark storm clouds  WH Questions:  What causes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NtYCR5AJOtM
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monsoon storms?  When do monsoons happen?  Yes/No:  Does cold dry air cause storms?  Does hot 

humid air cause storms?  Is a desert a cold place?  Is a desert a hot place? Opinion/Experiences:  Have 

you been to a beach?  Did you put your toes in the sand?  Do you think the desert is like a beach without 

water?  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 4, ask students, “Monsoons happen when what 

gets very hot?”   The answer is the main idea card “the desert.”  Students will find the main idea card 

and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions talked 

about above. 

Page 5:  During a monsoon storm the wind blows very hard.  It can get really windy outside.  Sometimes 

the wind is so strong it can blow things away.  Sometimes the wind can cause a tree to fall.  When the 

wind blows really hard, people outside have a hard time walking.  The wind can knock a person down.  

The wind can blow sand and debris around.  Sand and debris can get in your eyes and cause pain and 

discomfort.  Have students view the following video of a tree falling during a monsoon.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySZbt7SF2EU 

Point:  sandstorm, tree branches blowing, bent tree branches, wind icon  WH Questions:  What can 

cause a tree to fall?  Yes/No:  Would a little wind make a tree fall?  Would wind that blows hard make a 

tree fall?  Do you think a really strong wind could blow a trash can around? Opinion/Experiences:  Have 

you gotten a piece of sand/debris in your eye?  Was it painful?  How did you get the sand/debris out of 

your eye?  What have you see blowing around in the wind?  Was it a strong wind or a little wind?  Does 

your hair blow in the wind?  Have you had a hat blow off your head because of the wind?  Peer to Peer 

Interaction:  After you read Page 5, ask students, “What happens during a monsoon that can cause a 

tree to fall down?”   The answer is the main idea card “the wind blows.”  Students will find the main idea 

card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions 

talked about above 

Page 6:  Sometimes during a monsoon storm you will see lightning and hear thunder.  Lightning is a 

giant spark of electricity in the sky.  Lightning flashes very quickly.  It looks like long wavy line of light in 

the sky. Thunder is a loud crashing or booming sound that usually follows a flash of lightning.  

Sometimes thunder sounds like a low slow roar and other times it sounds like a loud explosion.  You 

cannot see thunder.  Have students view a few minutes of the video showing lightning in a monsoon 

storm.  Pause periodically to point and discuss.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFD4PPnMXQk 

Point:  lightning, sky, lightning bolt, ear  WH Questions:  What is something you see during a monsoon 

storm?  What is something you hear during a monsoon storm?  Yes/No:  Is thunder something you smell 

during a monsoon storm?  Is thunder something you hear during a monsoon storm?  Is lightning like a 

long wavy line of light in the sky?  Opinion/Experiences:  What instrument can make a sound like 

thunder?  Do you think lightning is dangerous?  Have you ever been frightened by the sound of thunder?  

Is your pet frightened by the sound of thunder?  Do you think listening to fireworks sounds a little like 

thunder?  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 6, ask students, “What are two things that can 

happen during a monsoon storm?”   The answer is the main idea card “lightning and thunder.”  Students 

will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner 

some of the questions talked about above. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySZbt7SF2EU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFD4PPnMXQk
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Page 7:  Monsoon season is the time of year when the weather brings a lot of rain.  It is raining when 

water falls from clouds in the sky.  When we say “a lot of rain” it means that it rains for about 3 hours.  

Point:  rain cloud, rain, dark clouds, desert  WH Questions:  During a monsoon storm, what does the 

weather bring?  About how long does it rain for?  Yes/No:  Is there a lot of snow blizzards during the 

monsoon season?  Is there a lot of rain fall during the monsoon season?  Opinion/Experiences:  Are 

cooking a meal in the microwave, taking a nap or riding the bus to school examples of things that 

happen in a short amount of time?  Is the amount of time between breakfast and dinner an example of 

a long time?  Do you think it’s more than 3 hours?  Have you jumped in rain puddles?  Do you think it 

takes a lot of rain to make big puddles?  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 7, ask students, 

“What happens during a monsoon that can make big puddles?”   The answer is the main idea card 

“rain.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to 

ask their partner some of the questions talked about above. 

Page 8:  It rains a lot during a monsoon storm.  It rains for a long time too.  The rainwater makes big 

puddles that look like lakes.  We call these big puddles floods.  This means that there is water where 

there should not be water.  Floods occur when the ground is not able to soak up all the rainwater.  

Floods also occur when ponds or lakes overflow from too much rainwater.  Point:  flooded street, car 

driving in deep water  WH Questions:  What does a lot of rain cause?  How do floods occur?  Yes/No:  

Does thunder cause floods?  Does a lot of rain cause floods?  Opinion/Experiences:  Does your backyard 

get flooded after a lot of rain?  What happens when your car drives through a big puddle of water?  How 

do you think the flood water disappears?  Do you think the ground is like a sponge and soaks up the 

flood water?  Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 8, ask students, “What happens when it 

rains for a long time?”   The answer is the main idea card “it floods.”  Students will find the main idea 

card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions 

talked about above. 

Page 9:  Staying inside during a monsoon is the safest place to be.  During a monsoon storm, strong 

winds can cause objects to blow around.  Small objects can get in your eye.  Large objects can knock you 

down.  Both small and large objects can cause you pain or injury.  Monsoon storms can also cause 

flooding.  Flood waters hide many dangerous things like holes in the ground or sharp objects.  Stay 

inside during a monsoon storm and stay safe.  It is only safe to go back outside when the storm winds 

are not blowing strong and the rain has stopped.  Point:  outside, window, child,  WH Questions:  Where 

is the safest place to be during a monsoon storm?  How can you stay safe during a monsoon storm?  

What is one way you can get hurt if you are outside during a monsoon storm?  When is it safe to go back 

outside?  Yes/No:  Is it safe to be outside during a monsoon storm?  Is it safe to be outside when the 

rain has stopped, and the wind is not blowing?  Can the strong wind cause objects to blow around?  Can 

flying objects cause you pain or injury?  Are floods safe to play in after a monsoon storm?  Are floods 

dangerous after a monsoon storm?  Opinion/Experiences:  What object have you seen the wind blow 

around?  Has the wind ever blown your hat off your head or maybe your jacket off?  What do you think 

animals do during a monsoon storm?  Have you looked out of a window during a rainstorm?  What does 

the rain and wind sound like during a big storm?  Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 9, ask 

students, “During a monsoon storm, what is the safest thing to do?”   The answer is the main idea card 
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“stay inside.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt 

them to ask their partner some of the questions talked about above. 


