Teacher’s Notes: Fallen Hero

Learning Objectives:

The students will be able to identify soldiers, a ship, sailors, and an airplane
The students will be able to define a fallen hero

The students will be able to explain the role of the branches of the military.
The students will be able to answer WH questions about Memorial Day.

Activities
1. Students do image searches of the different branches of the government and Memorial Day.

General Tips: The goal is to build background knowledge while leading an engaging discussion on any
and all information that can be talked about on a given page. The items that you choose to bring up or
focus on can be modified for the students you are working with. For example, if you have a student who
can point to something in the picture, answer yes/no questions be sure to incorporate a lot more of that
as you go through the book. On the same token, be sure to ask a lot of comprehension questions and
critical thinking questions at the level appropriate for students. There is something for everyone.

Page 1: The military is trained to protect our country. The United States has men and women who are
in the military. The military is important. The military keep our country safe. There are 5 different types
of military in the United. States.

Pointing Questions: map, United States, flag

Short Answer: What protects our country? How many branches of the military are there? What does
the military protect?

Yes/No: Does the military hurt the U.S.? Does the military protect the U.S.? Are there men in the
military? Are there women in the military?

Sharing opinion/experiences: Do you know anyone in the military? Would you like to be in the
military?

Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 1, ask students, “What protect the United States?” The
answer is the main idea card “U.S. military.” Students will find the main idea card and read it to their
partner. Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner about soldiers and who protects the United
States.

Page 2: One branch of the military is the Air Force. The Air Force has to do with airplanes. Airmen serve
in the Air Force. A lot of airmen fly planes. Airmen are trained to fight wars from the air. Some people
in the Air Force fix the airplanes. Have students view the following Air Force commercial.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gViaoFdgNM

Pointing Questions: airplane, pilots, pilot’s helmets
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Short Answer: What does the Air Force have to do with? What branch of the military has to do with
airplanes? What do some airmen fly?

Yes/No: Does the Air Force have to do with airplanes?

Sharing opinion/experiences: Have you ever flown in an airplane? Do you think it would be fun to fly
an airplane?

Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 2, ask students, “What branch of the military has to do
with airplanes?” The answer is the main idea card “Air Force.” Students will find the main idea card and
read it to their partner. Teacher will prompt them to talk to their partner about the Air Force. What do
airmen fly?

Page 3: Talking Points: Another branch of the military is the Navy. The Navy has to do with the ocean
and ships. The Navy is trained to fight wars on the sea. A lot of people in the Air Force work on ships.
They are called sailors. Some people in the Air Force work in submarines. Have students view the
following Navy song video. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-3ws7b4sZg

Pointing Questions: ocean, ship, flag, sailor, sailor’s hat, sailor’s tie

Short Answer: Where do sailors in the Navy work? What branch of the military has to do with ocean
and ships? What do we call people who work on ships? Where is the Navy trained to fight wars from?

Yes/No: Do sailors fly airplanes? Do sailors work on ships?
Sharing opinion/experiences: Would you like to work on an airplane or on a ship?

Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 3, ask students, “What branch of the military has to do
with the ocean and ships?” The answer is the main idea card “Navy.” Students will find the main idea
card and read it to their partner. Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner about the Navy and
ships.

Page 4: Soldiers serve in the Army. The Army is trained to fight wars on land. Soldiers work on land. A
lot of soldiers in the Army drive tanks. Have students view the following Army commercial.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nUC3J1d2LlI

Pointing Questions: soldiers, gun, helmet

Short Answer: What branch of the military fights wars on land?

Yes/No: Does the Army work on ships? Does the Army work on land?

Sharing opinion/experiences: Would you rather work in the Army, Navy, or Air Force? Why?

Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 4, ask students, “What branch of the military works on
land?” The answer is the main idea card “Army.” Students will find the main idea card and read it to
their partner. Teacher will prompt them to talk to their partner about the Army.
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Page 5: Another branch of the military is the Marine Corps. People who work for the Marine Corps are
called Marines. Some Marines are trained to fight on land? Some Marines are trained to fight wars in
the sea? Other Marines are trained to fight wars in the air. The Marines are busy! Have students view
the following Marine Corps video.

https://www.youtube.com/results?search guery=Marine+Corps+commercial

Pointing Questions: Marines, helmets, guns, land, water

Short Answer: What branch of the military works on the land, sea and air? What do we call people who
work in the Marine Corps?

Yes/No: Do marines work on airplanes? Do marines work on land? Do marines work at sea?
Sharing opinion/experiences: Would you rather fight wars on the land, air, or sea?

Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 5, ask students, “What branch of the military works on
land, sea and air?” The answer is the main idea card “Marine Corps.” Students will find the main idea
card and read it to their partner. Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions
above.

Page 6: The Coast Guard protects the water that is close to land. They are like police on water. People
who work for the Coast Guard are called Coast Guardsmen. They work on boats. Have students view
the following video of the Coast Guard. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ju7 9NX7rmY

Pointing Questions: water, boat

Short Answer: Who protects water that is close to US land? What are people who work for the Coast
Guard called?

Yes/No: Does the Coast Guard police the air? Does the Coast Guard police the water?

Sharing opinion/experiences: Coast Guardsmen police the water. They are on boats. Have you ever
been on a boat? Do you think it would be fun to work on a boat?

Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 6, ask students, “What protects water that is close land?”
The answer is the main idea card “Coast Guard.” Students will find the main idea card and read it to
their partner. Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions above.

Page 7: Everyone in the military is trained to fight in case there ever is a war. Sometimes a person in
the military dies in a war. A person who dies in a war is called a fallen hero. Fallen heroes die in a war.

Pointing Questions: cemetery, people, flag, casket, fallen hero
Short Answer: What do we call a person who dies in a war? Where does a fallen hero die?
Yes/No: Do fallen heroes die at home? Do fallen heroes die in a war?

Sharing opinion/experiences: How do you think a fallen hero’s family feels?
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Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 7, ask students, “What do we call a person who dies in a
war?” The answer is the main idea card “fallen hero.” Students will find the main idea card and read it
to their partner. Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions above.

Page 8: Memorial Day is a holiday. People don’t go to school on Memorial Day. A lot of people do not
work on Memorial Day. Memorial Day is the last Monday in May. Memorial Day is a holiday where we
remember fallen heroes. We remember people who died during a war.

Point: soldier, calendar, May, flag, boy, girl

WH Questions: What holiday is in May? What holiday remembers fallen heroes? When is Memorial
Day? Who do we remember on Memorial Day?

Yes/No: Is Memorial Day a holiday? Is Memorial Day in October? Is Memorial Day in May? Do we
remember fallen heroes on Halloween? Do we remember fallen heroes on Memorial Day?

Opinion/Experiences: What do you like to do on Memorial Day?

Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 8, ask students, “What holiday remembers fallen heroes?”
The answer is the main idea card “Memorial Day.” Students will find the main idea card and read it to
their partner. Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions talked about above.
Have students view the following cartoon explaining Memorial Day.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WW5uk77ykHc

Page 9: Some people go to cemeteries on Memorial Day. People put flags on

Have students view the following video of Arlington National Cemetery during Memorial Day.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3vldqfToaA

Pointing Questions: grass, bushes, crosses

Short Answer: What holiday is in May? What holiday remembers fallen heroes? When is Memorial
Day? Who do we remember on Memorial Day?

Yes/No: Is Memorial Day a holiday? Is Memorial Day in October? Is Memorial Day in May? Do we
remember fallen heroes on Halloween? Do we remember fallen heroes on Memorial Day?

Sharing opinion/experiences: What do you like to do on Memorial Day?

Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 15, ask students, “Where were soldiers buried?” The
answer is the main idea card “cemetery.” Students will find the main idea card and read it to their
partner. Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions above.
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