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Teacher’s Notes: Ancient Greek Architecture 

Learning Objectives:   

The students will be able to identify Ionic, Doric and Corinthian columns 

The students will be able to describe Ionic, Doric and Corinthian columns.  

The students will be able to define a column, in ruins, architecture, scroll 

The students will be able to summarize the text. 

The students will be able to answer WH questions. 

 

Activities       

1. Students do image searches using the technology printable. Students can type a word or 
sentence under each picture. 
 

General Tips: The goal is to build background knowledge while leading an engaging discussion on any 

and all information that can be talked about on a given page. The items that you choose to bring up or 

focus on can be modified for the students you are working with. For example, if you have a student who 

can point to something in the picture, answer yes/no questions be sure to incorporate a lot more of that 

as you go through the book. On the same token, be sure to ask a lot of comprehension questions and 

critical thinking questions at the level appropriate for students. There is something for everyone.   

Page 1:  The ancient Greeks lived thousands of years ago.  Architecture is the style of a building.  The 

style of their buildings had columns.  The columns are the tall thin, parts of a building.   Have students 

view the following video.  Pause at certain points and have students identify the columns. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGPevxwITBE 

Pointing Questions:   columns 

Short Answer:  What did ancient Greeks use in their architecture? 

Yes/No: Did the ancient Greeks use columns in their architecture.  Are columns short?  Are columns tall?  

Are columns in some buildings?  

Sharing opinion/experiences:  Do you know of any buildings that have columns?  Would you like to live 

in a house that has columns? (Show a picture of the White House.  Have the students point to the 

columns) 

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 1, ask students, “What did ancient Greeks use in their 

architecture?”  The answer is the main idea card “columns.”  Students will find the main idea card and 

read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions above.  

 
Page 2:  There are different types of columns.  The ancient Greeks used three different types in their 

buildings.  

Pointing Questions:  columns 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGPevxwITBE
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Short Answer:  How many types of columns did the ancient Greeks use?   

Yes/No:  Did the ancient Greeks use only one type of column?  Did the ancient Greeks use two different 

types of columns?  Did the ancient Greeks use three different types of columns?  

Sharing opinion/experiences:   Point to the column that you like the best. 

Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 2, ask students, “How many types of columns did the 

ancient Greeks use?”  The answer is the main idea card “3 types.”  Students will find the main idea card 

and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions above.  

Page 3:  Talking Points:  One of the columns that the ancient Greeks used called a Doric.  The top of a 

Doric column is very plain.  That means that the top did not have decorations on it.  It was simple.  

Pointing Questions:  column, plain design on top 
Short Answer:   What type of design does a Doric column have?  

Yes/No:  Does a Doric column have a fancy design?   Does a Doric column have a plain design?  

Sharing opinion/experiences:  Do you like the plain design of the Doric column?  

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 3, ask students, “What type of design does a Doric 

column have?  The answer is the main idea card “plain.”  Students will find the main idea card and read 

it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to talk to their partners about the plain design.   

Page 4:  A lot of ancient architecture had Doric columns.  Look at the top of the Doric columns in the 

picture.  See how the tops of the column have a simple design?  That is how you can tell that it is a Doric.  

This temple has Doric columns.  It is a very, very old temple.  It is an ancient temple.  It has fallen to 

ruins.  That means that it is so old that parts of the temple are broken.   

Pointing Questions:  temple, Doric columns, parts that have fallen to ruins 

Short Answer:  What kind of column has a simple design on top?   

Yes/No:  Do Doric columns have a fancy design?  Do Doric columns have a plain design?  

Sharing opinion/experiences:  Do you think a Doric column is pretty?  Would you like to have a house 

with a Doric column out front?    

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 4, ask students, “What kind of column has a simple design 

on top?”  The answer is the main idea card “Doric.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to 

their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to talk about Doric columns  

 

Page 5:  The ancient Greeks liked to read.  They did not have books like we have today.  Their books 

were written on scrolls. One type of column that the ancient Greeks used had a scroll design on the top.   

Pointing Questions:  ancient scroll, column, scroll design 

Short Answer:  What design is on an Ionic column? What is a scroll? 
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Yes/No:  Do Ionic columns have a plain design?  Do Ionic columns have a scroll design on top?  Is a scroll 

an ancient book? 

Sharing Opinions/Experiences:  Do you like the Ionic design?  The Jefferson Memorial in Washington DC 

has Ionic columns.  Have students view the following video of the Jefferson Memorial.  Pause at certain 

points so that students can identify the Ionic columns.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRMyEMRAYhw 

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 5, ask students, “What design is on an Ionic column?”  

The answer is the main idea card “scroll design.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to 

their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to talk to their partner about scrolls and scroll designs.  

Page 6:  There are Ionic columns in the temple on this page.  There are scroll designs on top of each of 

the columns.  This temple is very, very old.  A lot of it is broken.  It is in ruins.  

Pointing Questions:  columns, scroll designs 

Short Answer:  What type of column has a scroll design? 

Yes/No:  Do Ionic columns have a simple design?  Do Ionic columns have a scroll design?  Is a scroll an 

ancient book?  

Sharing opinion/experiences:  Do you like how an Ionic column looks?  Would you like to have a house 

with a Ionic column on it?  Do you like to read books?  Would you like to read a book that looks like a 

scroll?  

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 6, ask students, “What type of column has a scroll 

design?”  The answer is the main idea card “Ionic. ”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to 

their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions above.  

 

Page 7:  Another type of column that the ancient Greeks used on their buildings was called Corinthian.  

A Corinthian column has a fancy design on top of it.  There are leaves and flower designs in the column.  

Pointing Questions:  column, fancy design 

Short Answer:  What type of column has a fancy design?  

Yes/No: Does a Corinthian column have a plain design?  Does a Corinthian column have a fancy design?  

Sharing opinion/experiences:  Do you like the Corinthian column? A lot of building today have 

Corinthian columns.  Show students video of a New York City library.  Pause so that they can look at the 

columns.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCq6vjw0jkI 

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 7, ask students, “What type of column has a fancy 

design?”  The answer is the main idea card “Corinthian.”  Students will find the main idea card and read 

it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to talk to each other about the Parthenon.  

Page 8: There were Corinthian columns on a lot of ancient temples.  The temple in this picture is so old 
that a lot of it is broken.  It is in ruins.  Have students view the following video showing the three 
different types of columns.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRMyEMRAYhw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCq6vjw0jkI
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cfTbHLXT6w 
 
Point: columns, Corinthian designs 
 
WH Questions:  What type of column has a fancy design?  
  
Yes/No:  Do Corinthian columns have a plain design? Do Corinthian columns have a fancy design?  
 

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 7, ask students, “What type of column has a fancy 

design?”  The answer is the main idea card “Corinthian.”  Students will find the main idea card and read 

it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to talk to each other about the Parthenon.  

 

Page 9:  The temple on this page has an unusual type of architecture.  That means that the style of it is 

different than a lot of other temples.  The columns were statues of women.  

Pointing Questions:  columns, statues of women  

Short Answer:  What were the statues of on this page?  

Yes/No:  Were the statues of men?  Were the statues of women? 

Sharing Opinion/Experiences:  Do you like the columns that are statues of women?  Why do you think 

the ancient Greeks used statues of women?  

Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 9, ask students, “What were the statues of on this page?”  

The answer is the main idea card “women.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their 

partner.  Teacher will prompt them to talk about the columns that are statues of women.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cfTbHLXT6w

