
 

Teacher’s Notes: Taylor Swift Biography 

Page 1:   What do you know about her? When you look at the picture what do you see? Taylor is 

famous. What does that mean? Yes, a lot of people know who she is and what she does. She is a 

musician. What does that mean? Yes, she makes music. She does that by singing and playing the guitar. 

She is a songwriter, what does that mean? Yes, she writes songs. She thinks of the words and the way to 

play the music with those songs. Have you heard of Taylor Swift? Taylor’s full name is Taylor Alison 

Swift. My full name is ____. My first name is __, what is your first name? my middle name is____,  what 

is your middle name? and my last name is ______. What is your last name? What is your full name? Do 

you know how to write that? Ask each other what their full name is.   

Take your Taylor Swift Main Idea card and find a partner to ask questions and quiz each other about 

what we know about Taylor so far.  

Page 2: Taylor’s birthday is in December. Is that the winter or summer? What is the weather like in 

December? Is it hot or cold? What are some things that happen in December? Are there any holidays? 

Her birthday is on the 13th. Look at the calendar in the picture. What day of the week is the 13th on? Yes, 

it’s on Saturday. Is that a weekday or a weekend?  

Take your birthday Main Idea card and find a partner to ask questions and quiz each other about what 

we know about Taylor’s birthday so far.  

Page 3: Taylor grew up in Pennsylvania. What does that mean? What does it mean to “grow up” in a 

certain place? When I was a kid I grew up in ____. Now I live here in _______.  Where did you grow up? 

It might be our city. It might be a different city. Every state has a two-letter abbreviation. Pennsylvania’s 

is PA. Both letters are capitalized. Arizona is AZ. California is CA. Texas is TX. Point to your state. Is it 

close to PA or far away? Which direction? NSWE? Look at the picture of Taylor’s house. She grew up in 

that house. She does not live there anymore. Point to the roof, balcony, shutters, columns, chimney. 

Take your Pennsylvania Main Idea card and find a partner to ask questions and quiz each other about 

what we know about Pennsylvania so far.  

Page 4: When Taylor was a kid her family owned a Christmas tree farm. What does that mean? What is a 

farm? What is a Christmas tree? Point to the tree that is decorated. Point to the garland, ornaments, 

star, tree farm. A pine tree is an evergreen. It stays green. The leaves are very thin. They grow in places 

where it’s cold. What type of trees grow in your state? Do you know what type of trees are in your yard?  

Take your Christmas tree farm Main Idea card and find a partner to ask questions and quiz each other 

about what we know about Taylor’s Christmas tree farm so far.  

Page 5: Look at the picture. What do you see? Can you point to the horse, tail, mane, hay, hooves. Look 

at the speech bubble. It says, “Do you like horses? Do you?   Taylor learned how to ride a horse when 

she was a kid. She still likes horses. What are some things you learned how to do when you were a kid? 

Why do you think people need to learn how to ride a horse? Is it hard to do?  

Take your horse Main Idea card and find a partner to ask questions and quiz each other about what 

Taylor learned how to do and what you learned to do.   



Page 6: Look at the pictures. What do you see in the top picture? Nashville, TN is a city that is known for 

country music. Look at the other picture. There are two people learning to country dance. Look at the 

speech bubble. Do you like country music? Which songs? Do you like to country dance? Point to the 

cowboy hats, Nashville sign. Taylor moved to Nashville when she was 14. What does that mean she 

moved there? She moved there to sing country music. Why do you think she moved to Nashville to sing 

country music?  

Take your Nashville, TN Main Idea card and find a partner to ask questions and quiz each other about 

what they know about Nashville, TN and what you learned.   

Page 7: Dancing is fun to learn and fun to do. Do you know how to dance? Some dances you can do by 

yourself. Some dances you dance with someone else. That is called dancing with a partner. What can 

someone say if they want to dance with someone? What can you say if you do not feel like dancing 

when someone asks? What do you say if you want to dance? (option: turn on some country music and 

teach the students a few country dance steps) 

Take your country dancing Main Idea card and find a partner to ask questions and quiz each other about 

country dancing and what you learned.   

 

Page 8:  Look at the picture of Taylor Alison Swift. That is her full name. People do not call her Taylor 

Alison Swift. Taylor has some nicknames. What is a nickname? What are her nicknames? Do you have a 

nickname? Nicknames are names that people call someone instead of their full name. Sometimes a 

nickname is a shorter name. For example, Rebecca and Becky. Donald or Don. Sometimes nicknames are 

because of the person. For example, “shortie” might be a nickname for someone who is short. How do 

you think Taylor got her nicknames? What nicknames do you know? Take your nickname Main Idea card 

and find a partner to ask questions and quiz each other about nicknames and what you learned.   

Page 9: Meredith and Olivia are Taylors cats. Look at the picture of the cats. What do you notice about 

them? Their ears are a little different than most cats. That is because this cat is a special kind of cat. You 

know how there are different kinds of dogs? For example, a chihuahua is one breed and another is a 

lab? Both are dogs, but they are different breeds. That is the same with cats. These cats are called 

Scottish folds. Their ears are folded a bit. What do you know about cats? How do you take care of them? 

What do they eat? Who do you know who has a cat? What are their cats’ names? Take your cats Main 

Idea card and find a partner to ask questions and quiz each other about cats and what you learned.   

Page 10: Look at the picture? What do you see? What do you see around their necks? Are those big dogs 

or small? What kind are they? What breed? Taylor has two Dobermans. Can you believe it? She has a lot 

of pets. Have you seen Taylor’s video Blank Slate? Her pets are in that video.(show video if possible) 

Lead a discussion about the song. What they liked? What the song was about, etc. What song do you 

like? Do you like Dobermans? Take your Dog Main Idea card and find a partner to ask questions and quiz 

each other about Taylor’s dogs and what you learned.   

Page 11: Taylor played soccer when she was a kid. Did you play soccer at all? Look at the picture. Point 

at the soccer ball. Can you spin a ball on your finger? Do you know anyone who can? Taylor says she was 

not good at soccer, but that she had fun playing the game. Do you think you have to be really good at a 

sport to have fun playing it? What sports do you like? Taylor thought soccer was hard to play. What is 



something that is hard for you to do? Can practicing help? What does it mean to practice? Take your 

soccer Main Idea card and find a partner to ask questions and quiz each other about sports and what 

you learned.   

Page 12: What is a collection? What does vintage mean? What are vintage baseballs? That means that 

they are old baseballs from famous people long ago.  What are baseballs used for? Antique means old 

things as well. Do you like to collect anything? Do you have any antiques at your house?  What things do 

people collect? Do you know anyone who collects things? Take your collection Main Idea card and find a 

partner to ask questions and quiz each other about collections and what you learned.   

Page 13: Everyone likes to have friends. Even famous people. People like to be friends with someone 

who is nice and who they have something in common with. What does it mean to have something in 

common with someone?  What do you have in common with your friends? What do you like to do with 

your friends? Taylor and Selena both like to sing and perform, so they have that in common. I like to 

cook. I have a friend who likes to cook too, so that is something that we have in common. We don’t 

always cook, but we both like cooking and it’s something we like to talk about together.  

Page 14: What is an autograph? What is a fan? Why would a fan want Taylor’s autograph? Do you have 

any autographs? Whose would you like?  If you were going to give people autographs, how would you 

sign it? Do you collect autographs? What do you see in the picture? Take your autograph Main Idea card 

and find a partner to ask questions and quiz each other about autographs and what you learned.   

 

Page 15: What is an award? Why do people get awards? What does getting an award mean? Taylor goes 

to award ceremonies. What is a ceremony? Why do people dress up for those? What do you need to do 

to get ready if you want to look nice at a ceremony? What would you do to get ready? (hair? Face? 

Clothing? Shower?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


