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Before Arizona became a state,
there were people living there. Those

people wanted Arizona to be a state. The first step was for the land to
It was not easy. It took about 50 be a territory. In 1863 President
years! Lincoln made Arizona a territory.
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Constitution
for the state
of Arizona

Then people in Arizona wrote a
constitution to become a state. A
constitution is a plan for how the

government would work in a state.
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Unfortunately, a lot of people in

Washington D.C. did not think that
Arizona should be added as a state.
They had many reasons for concern.
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One concern was that Arizona didn't

have enough water. People thought Another concern was the people living
Arizona was just a dry desert with in Arizona. Arizona had a reputation
cactus and rattlesnakes. for being the wild west.
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In 1891 Arizona had a constitution
ready. They took it by train to
Washington D.C. It was rejected.

Arizona was not a state yet.
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Then, in 1903 Arizona and New
Mexico were asked to combine. The
two territories would be one state.
Arizona said "NO THANK YOU".
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HAPPY

entinel

»-DAY—

Arizona

At last, the Arizona Constitution was
finally approved. On February 14,
1912 President Taft said that Arizona
was officially the 48th state. That is
why Arizona statehood is celebrated

on Valentine's Day.
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