
Unit Plan

Learning Goals

Cultural Literacy: State flag, flags are symbolic, Arizona flag symbols, Spanish explorers in AZ

Geography: Arizona

Vocabulary: symbol, copper, explorers, climate



Printable Focus

Concept and 

Page 

Concept and 

Page

Concept and 

Page

Concept and 

Page

Concept and 

Page

Concept and 

Page

Concept and 

Page

Word Scramble AZ p. 1 Flag p. 2 Sun p. 3 Spain p. 4 Star p. 6

Summary L1, L2, 

L3, L3+

Arizona Flag

Map Activity Spain flag p. 4 Spain to Arizona 

p. 5

Coloring Page AZ flag end of 

book

Flag Pole page 1 Sun page 3

Presentation AZ Flag 

Symbols end of 

book



Words and page

Vocabulary L1, L2 US flag, Arizona flag, star, sunshine p. 8

Vocabulary L3 explorer, climate, symbol, copper p. 7

Concept and Page Concept and Page

Sorting AZ flag p. 4 Wh Level 1, 2, 3, 3+ Page 7

Classification Flags - End of book Book Exam End of book

Pattern AZ and US flags p. 8 Sentence Scramble End of book

Grammar End of book Multiple Choice End of the book

Short Answer End of the book Fill in the Blank End of the Book

Vocabulary 2  & 3 

Assessments

End of book



How to use the plan

The lesson plans are provided in a page-by -page format. There is no set timeframe established for the pace. Talking points, suggested 

activities and assignments are listed throughout the plan at different points in the book. Discussing each page and engaging students 

with the information from each page is very important. The curriculum is designed to be flexible. The activities are appropriate at any 

point after they are mentioned in the plan. A good strategy is to make sure that the page that the worksheet is connected to on the plan 

be reviewed carefully before the printable is assigned so that the connection between the content and the activity are clearly 

understood. There are also printable activities that are meant to be completed after the student has studied the book. Suggestions for 

teaching the printable activities, differentiation suggestions, and standards alignment are found on the Printable Plan document.  

Special education setting:  The goal for Austin & Lily curriculum is to provide students with Intellectual Disabilities (IDs) access to general 

education content topics at an understandable level. The topic is then used to segue into functional topics, thus creating an academic and 

functional thematic approach to special education. The pace and use of printable activities is flexible.  A major goal is using the materials 

to facilitate engagement opportunities for students to share ideas and experiences, point at specific items, answer yes/no and short 

answer questions.  Students build background knowledge on a variety of subjects, have opportunities to discuss the new topic, and move 

through topics over time which builds cultural literacy. The pacing can vary. There may be a page you spend one day on, and other days 

you may cover 3 pages, or you may cover the whole book in a day and then focus on a page. You can group students by ability and cover 

the material at a pace that meets the needs of the group. Each day reread the book or pages covered and spend extra time on the page 

that the activity for that day will cover. The key is to engage students and spend ample time on each page so that the material is learned 

and filed in long-term memory. 

Inclusion setting: Our curriculum can be used as an overlay for general education topics to address modified curriculum as well as 

develop functional skills that students with an ID need, but may not be covered in a general education class. Teaching parents, 

paraprofessionals, and peers how to work with the materials is key. The Main Idea cards provide a great opportunity for students to 

interact with classmates and to study the book. Another suggestion is to send home printable activities along with a copy of the book so 

the family is able to help the student study. Our modified materials provide the “real student experience” that students with an ID do not 

typically experience. Our modified curriculum provides a book to learn, materials to study the content, and printable activities to develop 

skills identified in the student’s IEP. The student is expected to learn the material and be assessed on content and skill development. 



Page One:

Talking Points: There are 50 states in the United States. The United States has a flag, and then there is also a flag for each state.  
Each of those states has it’s very own flag. The reason that states have a flag, is because the flag is a symbol for that state. If 
someone sees the Arizona flag, they know that it means Arizona. Flags are usually hung on a flag pole in front of important 
government buildings. Like the mayor’s office, or the governor’s office. The flag means that it is officially Arizona. The picture is 
Arizona’s capitol building. 

Pointing Questions: Arizona capitol building, U.S. flag, Arizona flag, monument, 

Short Answer: What does every state have? What can be attached to a flag pole? Where are flags usually flown? 

Yes/No: Does Arizona have its own flag? Are flags only flown at school? Does Arizona have important buildings?

Sharing opinion/experiences:  Where have you seen flags before? 

Peer to Peer Interaction: After you read Page 1, ask students, “What is attached to a flag pole in front of important buildings?”  
The answer is the main idea card “flag”. Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt 
them to ask their partner some of the questions above.

Assignment Options: Word Scramble Arizona (L), Coloring Page flags



Page Two:

Talking Points:   Let’s take a look at the flag for Arizona. Each flag is special and the designs on it all mean something. Take a look 

at the red and yellow rays at the top. They look like rays of sun. Let’s count them. There are 13. The reason that they put 13 rays 

on the flag is because that is how many colonies there were when the United States first became a country. (If using a SMART 

Board, write the number for each ray to show that there are 13.)

Pointing Questions:  rays, star, flag, map of 13 colonies, Arizona

Short Answer: How many rays are on the Arizona flag? Why are there 13? 

Yes/No:  Are there 20 rays at the top of Arizona’s flag? Is this flag the United States flag? 

Sharing opinion/experiences: Have you ever seen Arizona’s flag? Why do you think they wanted to put 13 rays for the colonies?

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 2, ask students, “Why were there 13 rays on the Arizona flag?”  The answer is the 

main idea card “13 colonies.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask 

their partner some of the questions above.

Vocabulary Focus: Point to the word symbol in the book.  A symbol is when something means something else. For example, the 

rays on the flag are a symbol for the rays of the sun. Find the symbol  flashcard and its matching definition.

Functional:  

Assignment Options:  Word scramble-flag (L), Flag Counting (L)



Page Three

Talking Points: There is also another reason that the rays on the flag are red and yellow. It is very hot and sunny in Arizona. The rays 

look like sunshine. Red and yellow are the colors of the rays of the sun, so that is also why those colors were used. The rays are a 

symbol of Arizona’s sunny climate. The climate is the weather. Arizona is a warm, sunny state. 

Pointing Questions: sun, rays

Short Answer: What is another thing that the rays represent? Is it cold and rainy most of the time in Arizona? What is the climate in 

Arizona like? 

Yes/No: Is it hot in Arizona? Is it sunny in Arizona? Doe the Arizona flag have rays on it like the rays of the sun? 

Sharing opinion/experiences: What do people like to do in Arizona when it is sunny outside? 

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 5, ask students, “What are the rays a symbol for on the Arizona flag?”  The answer is 

the main idea card “Sunshine.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask 

their partner some of the questions above.

Vocabulary Focus: Point to the word climate in the book.  The climate is the weather. The climate in Arizona is warm and sunny. 

That is because it is usually sunny and warm. Find the climate  flashcard and its matching definition.

Point to the word symbol in the book.  A symbol is when something means something else. For example, the rays on the flag are a 

symbol for the rays of the sun. Find the symbol  flashcard and its matching definition.

Presentation:

Assignment Options: Word Scramble-Sun (L), Coloring Page-Rays of Sunshine



Page Four:

Talking Points: The rays on the Arizona flag are red and yellow. Those colors are a symbol of Spain. Spain has a flag. It is yellow 

and red.  The Spanish were the first Europeans to find Arizona. Because of that, the Arizona flag has the colors red and yellow on 

the 13 rays. Red and yellow are the colors of the Spanish flag. 

Pointing Questions: Red stripes, yellow, flag pole, Spanish flag

Short Answer: Why does the Arizona flag have the colors red and yellow on the flag? What country is represented with the 

Arizona flag? 

Yes/No: Does Arizona have the colors green and orange on the flag? Is the color yellow on the flag? Is the color red on the flag? 

Sharing opinion/experiences: What colors do you think the flag for Arizona should be? 

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 4, ask students, “Why were the colors red and yellow used on the Arizona flag?”  

The answer is the main idea card “Spanish flag.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will 

prompt them to ask their partner some of the questions above.

Vocabulary Focus: Review meaning of the word “symbol”.

Assignment Options: Word Scramble-Spain (L), Map Activity, Sorting-flag



Page Five:

Talking Points:  A long time ago, before Arizona was a state yet, it was open land and Native Americans were the only ones living 

in Arizona. One of the first people to see Arizona was an explorer from Spain named Coronado. He had a lot of men with him and 

they had landed their ship in Mexico and came up north to the area that is today called Arizona. They were looking for a city of

gold. They did not find it, but they did see Arizona and the Grand Canyon. The Spanish explorers were the first people from 

Europe to see Arizona. Spanish explorers found it so they owned it. 

Pointing Questions: explorer, Native American, horse, 

Short Answer:  What was Coronado doing in Arizona? What country was he from? Which country used to own Arizona?

Yes/No: Did explorers from Spain see Arizona before any other people from Europe? Were the explorers from Egypt? 

Sharing opinion/experiences: What do you know about Spain? Do you know any Spanish words? Do you know any other 

explorers?

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 3, ask students, “Who were the first people to came to Arizona?”  The answer is 

the main idea card “explorers. ”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to 

ask their partner some of the questions above.

Vocabulary Focus: Point to the word explorers in the book.  Explorers were people who were looking for new land and new 

things. Spanish explorers were the first Europeans to see Arizona. Find the explorers  flashcard and its matching definition. 

Presentation

Functional Activity:  

Assignment Options:  Map Activity Spain to Arizona



Page Six: 

Talking Points: There is a star in the center of the flag. That star is the color of copper. Copper is a brownish -red colored metal 

that Arizona has a lot of. Arizona has a really big copper mine in Eastern Arizona. Arizona has a lot of copper. Copper is used to 

make a lot of wires. It also used to be used to make pennies. 

Pointing Questions: Star, flag, star in center of flag

Short Answer: What metal does Arizona have a lot of? 

Yes/No: Does Arizona have a lot of copper? Is copper an animal? Is copper a metal? 

Sharing opinion/experiences:  What are some things that you can think of that have wires?

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 6, ask students, “What is the star on the Arizona flag a symbol for?” . The answer is 

the main idea card “copper”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask 

their partner some of the questions above.

Vocabulary Focus: Point out the word symbol again and discuss.

Activity: Do a search on the net for “Stone wrapped jewelry”. The craft involves wrapping a stone in copper wired and making it 

into a necklace. Or another craft activity involving wire. 

Assignment Options:  Word Scramble Star (L), Summary L1, L2, L3, L3+



Page Seven:

Talking Points: Copper is something Arizona sells. It is a metal. It is a resource. A resource is something that Arizona has that it can 

make a lot of money from. Arizona makes a lot of money from copper. Because a lot of people make money from copper, it is a 

symbol on the flag. Copper comes from the ground. Miners have to work to get the copper out of the ground. That is their job.

Pointing Questions: miner, mining hat with light, bucket, jacket

Short Answer: Why do the miners have a light on their hat? Where does copper come from ? What is a mine? 

Yes/No: Does Arizona have a lot of copper? 

Sharing opinion/experiences:  What do you know about mining? Do you know what copper looks like? What are some things that 

are made of copper? What does a miner do?

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 7, ask students, “Where does Arizona get copper?”  The answer is the main idea 

card “copper mine” Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their 

partner some of the questions above.

Vocabulary Focus: Point to the word copper in the book.  Copper is a metal that is found in the ground. It is sold to factories. The 

factories make things with the copper. Find the copper  flashcard and its matching definition

Assignment Options:  Vocabulary L3, WH L1, L2, L3, L3+



Page Eight:

Talking Points: The bottom part of the Arizona flag is blue. The reason that is blue is because blue is a color on the United State’s 

flag. Some people say it is also because of the Colorado River that runs through the Grand Canyon in Arizona. Arizona is one state in 

the country of the United States. The color blue on the Arizona flag is a symbol that Arizona is part of the U.S. 

Pointing Questions:  U.S. Flag, stars, stripes, flag pole

Short Answer: Why is the bottom part of the Arizona flag blue? 

Yes/No: Is Arizona in the United States? 

Sharing opinion/experiences:  Where are some places that  you see the flag of the United States? How are the Arizona and U.S. flag 

alike? Different?

Peer to Peer Interaction:  After you read Page 8, ask students, “What color is a symbol for the U.S. on the Arizona flag?”  The answer 

is the main idea card “blue.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask their 

partner some of the questions above.

Vocabulary Focus: Review the meaning of the word “symbol”. 

Assignment Options: Patterns, Vocabulary L1, L2



Page Nine:

Talking Points: You can see that the flag for Arizona has all kind of symbols. There are 13 rays because of the 13 colonies. The rays 

are red and yellow because of the Spanish flag, and the rays are on the flag because of the sunny climate. There is a copper star in 

the center because copper is a big resource in Arizona. All of these things are symbols on the flag.

Pointing Questions: Short Answer: star, copper star, 13 colonies, Spanish flag, sunshine

Short Answer:  Which country was the first to explore Arizona? How many rays are there on the AZ flag? Why? What color are 

they? Why? What color is the bottom of the flag? Why?

Yes/No: Is copper important in Arizona? Is Arizona a cold and rainy state? 

Sharing opinion/experiences: What do you like about the Arizona flag? 

Peer to Peer Interaction:  :  After you read Page 10, ask students, “What are the rays and star examples of on the flag?”  The answer 

is the main idea card “symbols.”  Students will find the main idea card and read it to their partner.  Teacher will prompt them to ask 

their partner some of the questions above.

Vocabulary:  Review meaning of the word “symbol”. 

Assignment Options:  See End of Book Printables

Presentation: Arizona Flag Symbols


