
  

 

Presents 

Child Labor 
 

By Janet Giel-Romo, Ed.D. 
 

Copyright 2015 All Rights Reserved 

Austin and Lily Solutions  

Photo credit: licensed from Shuttersock.com 

www.austinlily.com 



 

 2 
 

 

Before the industrial revolution, most 

people were farmers. They lived in 

rural areas. They were poor.  

 

Farmers heard about new factory 

jobs in the city. Many farmers 

wanted to get a factory job. They 

moved to the city.  

 1 2 



 

 3 

 

The factory jobs were hard work. The 

workers did not get paid very much. 

Their children had to work too.  
 

Many of the machines in the factories 

were dangerous. Sometimes children 

got hurt or killed at work. 
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This boy’s legs were cut off in a work accident. 
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Some children worked in coal mines. 

Working in mines was dangerous. 

The air was dusty in the mines. It 

was bad for their lungs.  
 

Some children sold newspapers. They 

worked 12 to 14 hours each day!  
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Some children worked assembling 

things. They got paid to put things 

together. They did not have much 

time to play. They had to work.  

 

Some children worked canning 

fish. It was hard work. It stunk! 

It smelled awful.  

 

These kids worked assembling dolls. 

doll 

arms and legs for dolls 
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Child labor laws stopped a lot of the 

problems. The laws said children had to 

go to school.  
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Children had to go to school. 


